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Brussels, 15 December 2015

BEVERAGE CARTON MAINTAINS GROWTH IN RECYCLING
RATES - 43 % OF BEVERAGE CARTONS RECYCLED IN
EUROPE IN 2014

Further efforts are needed on banning packaging waste from landfilling

Some 420.000 tonnes of beverage cartons were recycled in paper mills in 2014, according to industry-wide
figures. This represents a recycling rate of 43% in Europe (EU-28, Norway and Switzerland) and is evidence of
the continuing upward trend in recycling performance over the last two decades. The total recovery rate
(recycling and energy recovery) in 2014 reached 76%.

“Beverage carton recycling continued its long term growth trend also in 2014”, says Bertil Heerink, Director
General of ACE. Several countries including Belgium, Germany, Luxembourg and Spain recycle 70% or more of
all beverage cartons put on the market. A steady increase is seen in new EU Member States and substantial
advance in the UK.

“The beverage carton industry is continuously working to increase recycling levels of our products in Europe”,
says Heerink. “We are firmly committed to contribute to the objectives of the European Commission Circular
Economy Package. However, the legal proposals need to look ahead to 2030 and recognise the changing
market demands and foster innovation in packaging solutions, materials and recycling techniques.”

“To grow recycling, EU waste legislation needs to ensure effective collection and recycling of end of life
products and recyclable packaging such as beverage cartons through Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR).
Further efforts are needed on banning packaging waste from landfilling to ensure valuable raw materials are
not ending up in landfills or being unnecessarily incinerated,” he concludes.

BEVERAGE CARTON RECYCLING RATES (EU+NO+CH)

45% 450
40% 400
35% 350
30% 300
25% 250
[ '000 tons
20% 200
Rate

15% 150
10% 100

5% 50

0% 0

Www withv Nefure e beverageearian e



Page 2 of 2

Note to Editors

EACE provides a European platform for beverage carton manufacturers and their paperboard suppliers to benchmarki
‘and profile cartons as renewable, recyclable and low carbon packaging solutions. Engaging with stakeholders and !

i partners seeking high environmental stewardship, it contributes expertise to EU policy, legislation and standard-setting.

ACE members include beverage carton producers Tetra Pak, SIG Combibloc and Elopak; they develop, manufacture and
market systems for the processing, packaging and distribution of food, and produce packaging material at 20 plants in |
Europe. About 98% of the paperboard used by ACE members in beverage cartons in Europe is produced by Stora Ensoi
‘in Skoghall (Sweden) and Imatra (Finland), and BillerudKorsnas in Gavle and Frovi (Sweden), who are also members of !
EACE. These paper mills and the beverage carton manufacturers in ACE together employ close to 30,000 peoplei
‘worldwide. i

For further information please visit the ACE website www.beveragecarton.eu
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